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Why Blackberries
Keep Coming Back

The research-backed eradication process that actually works.
A deep dive into why DIY methods fail and what it takes to get rid of
Himalayan blackberries for good.

Research sources referenced in this guide:
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The Problem: Why Cutting Doesn't Work
Every year, thousands of homeowners in Western Oregon cut back their blackberries. The canes

come down, the property looks clear, and it feels like a win.

Then spring arrives, and it all comes back.

Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus) spreads through an underground system of crowns and

rhizomes. Cutting the visible canes does nothing to that root structure. The plant simply sends up new

growth from roots that are still alive and intact underground.

According to the University of California's Integrated Pest Management program, "blackberries can

regenerate from the crown or rhizomes" after any above-ground removal. Mechanical removal alone

resets the clock. It does not stop the plant.

Source: UC Integrated Pest Management, "Wild Blackberries" (ipm.ucanr.edu)

This is why people who have fought blackberries for years often feel stuck. The work is real. The

effort is real. But the approach was never going to finish the job.

How Himalayan Blackberry Actually Spreads

Himalayan blackberry was introduced to the Pacific Northwest in the late 1800s. It has since become

one of the most aggressive invasive plants in Western Oregon. A single plant can produce up to

7,000 to 13,000 seeds per square meter of canopy, and seeds can remain viable in the soil for

several years.

But seeds are only part of the problem. The real engine of blackberry spread is vegetative

reproduction. When a cane tip touches the ground, it can root and form a new plant. Underground,

the crown and rhizome system stores enough energy to push new growth even after the entire

above-ground plant has been removed.

This is what makes blackberries so persistent. You are not fighting a plant. You are fighting a root

system that is actively working to rebuild itself from below.
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What the Research Actually Says
Oregon State University, the University of California, the US Forest Service, and the Marion Soil and

Water Conservation District have all studied Himalayan blackberry control. Their findings point to the

same conclusion: eradication requires a multi-step process combining mechanical removal with

precisely timed herbicide treatment.

Key findings from the research:

Oregon State University Extension Service

""You can't treat a patch of blackberry and then walk away. Eradicating a large infestation

can take several years. Don't take a break.""

Source: Brad Edmunds, OSU Extension

UC Integrated Pest Management

""The two primary methods for managing blackberries are mechanical removal and

treatment with herbicides." Neither method works reliably on its own."

Source: UC Agriculture and Natural Resources

US Forest Service Field Guide

""Himalayan blackberry is particularly hardy and herbicide treatments rarely provide

complete control when used alone. Some blackberry regrowth usually returns.""

Source: USDA Forest Service

Marion Soil and Water Conservation District

""The Himalayan blackberry is allowed to resprout and grow back to about 18 inches tall.

Then, herbicides are applied in a broadcast or spot treatment.""

Source: Managing Himalayan Blackberry in Western Oregon (31 citations)

The consistent message across all four sources: cutting alone fails, spraying alone fails, and timing

matters as much as the method itself.
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The Full Eradication Process
Five steps, proven across hundreds of properties in Western Oregon. Skipping any one is usually

why the problem comes back.

1 Mechanical Removal
Cut back and clear all visible blackberry growth, exposing the crown and root structure for
treatment. Material is mulched in place or hauled off.

Removes the canopy so herbicide can reach the crowns effectively.

2 Wait for Regrowth
New shoots emerge from the surviving root system, typically reaching about 18 inches. This is
expected and necessary before treatment.

Young, actively growing shoots absorb treatment far better than mature canes.

3 Timed Herbicide Treatment
Treat regrowth while it's young and actively pulling nutrients to the roots. Applied by an
Oregon-licensed pesticide applicator.

Treatment gets carried deep into the crown and rhizome system, where it counts.

4 Fall Eradication Treatment
A fall application targets the plant while it's pulling nutrients down for winter dormancy. This is the
step that finishes the job.

The root system is most vulnerable while absorbing everything before dormancy.

5 Monitoring and Guarantee
Blackberries can re-establish from root fragments or new seed. Monitoring catches this early. Any
regrowth is re-treated at no extra cost.

One growing season of monitoring confirms eradication is fully complete.

Why the order matters: Each step sets up the next one. Mechanical removal without timed

treatment just resets the growth cycle. Treatment without monitoring leaves surviving root

fragments unchecked. Skipping a step doesn't save time, it usually means starting over the

following year.

Before Your First Appointment

• Mark any sprinkler heads, drain lines, or buried utilities near the affected area

• Point out any plants you want to keep that are growing near or through the blackberry

• Clear a path for equipment access if the area is behind a fence or gate
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Why IPM Works Better Than Any Single Method
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is the standard used by agricultural and land management

professionals across the country. The principle is simple: combine multiple methods instead of relying

on one alone.

For blackberries, that means mechanical removal creates access, timed treatment damages the root

system, and monitoring prevents re-establishment. Each step makes the next one work better.

Method What Happens Result

Cutting only Canes removed, roots untouched Regrows within one season

Spraying only Herbicide hits leaves but can't
reach protected root mass

Partial dieback, regrows

Cutting + wrong timing Roots treated before active
growth stage

Treatment doesn't reach
deep enough

Full IPM process Mechanical removal, timed
treatment at regrowth, fall
eradication, monitoring

Root system destroyed,
property stays clear

How This Applies On Your Property

IPM isn't a generic checklist applied the same way everywhere. On an actual property, it starts with

walking the site to understand what's actually growing there. Blackberry is rarely alone. It's often

intertwined with desirable shrubs, trees, ferns, and other plants a homeowner wants to keep. The

mechanical removal step has to work around that, cutting blackberry canes away from established

plants rather than clearing everything indiscriminately.

The same applies to treatment. A targeted crown treatment by a licensed applicator means

spot-treating identified blackberry regrowth, not blanket-spraying an entire area. This keeps herbicide

use to what's actually necessary and protects the vegetation that's meant to stay.

This is also why professional eradication tends to outperform DIY effort even when the homeowner is

doing the same basic steps. Knowing which growth is new blackberry regrowth versus an established

shrub, and treating accordingly, is a skill that comes from doing this work repeatedly across different

properties.
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What to Expect: A Realistic Timeline
OSU Extension is clear: "Eradicating a large infestation can take several years." But for a typical

residential property, the active treatment window is much shorter.

Initial visit

Mechanical removal. Property looks clear within a day. Underground, the root system is still alive.

4 to 8 weeks later

Regrowth appears, usually smaller shoots. This is expected and necessary for the next step.

Regrowth treatment

Timed herbicide application when shoots reach about 18 inches. This is the step that reaches the

roots.

Fall (September/October)

Final eradication treatment while the plant pulls nutrients down for winter. This finishes the job.

Following growing season

Monitoring period. Any surviving root fragments are caught early and re-treated under the guarantee.

For most residential properties, the active treatment phase spans one growing season (roughly spring

through fall). The monitoring period extends through the following year. Larger or more established

infestations may require additional treatment cycles, which is consistent with OSU's guidance that

"eradicating a large infestation can take several years."

The important thing to understand is that visible progress happens fast. The property looks

dramatically different after the first visit. What takes time is confirming the root system is fully dead,

not waiting for the property to look better.

The Guarantee

If blackberries return within the guarantee period, the same crew comes back and treats the regrowth

at no additional cost. This isn't a marketing line, it's the practical result of the monitoring step above.

Because regrowth is expected and planned for, catching it early is part of the process rather than a

separate charge.

The guarantee period runs through the following calendar year from the date of the fall eradication

treatment, covering the full growing season when regrowth would most likely appear.



Noosh Stump Removal & Landscape Restoration  |  LCB #100540  |  Licensed, Bonded & Insured  |  stumpspecialist.com Page 7

DIY vs. Professional: An Honest Breakdown
Most DIY blackberry removal fails for one of three reasons:

Wrong method. Cutting without follow-up treatment. The US Forest Service confirms that "herbicide

treatments rarely provide complete control when used alone," and the reverse is equally true:

mechanical removal alone just resets the growth cycle.

Wrong timing. Treating at the wrong point in the growing cycle means the herbicide doesn't reach

the roots the way a properly timed application does. The 18-inch regrowth window isn't a rough

guideline. It's the point at which treatment is most effective.

No follow-through. Blackberries can re-establish from root fragments left behind. Without monitoring

during the following growing season, a small resurgence goes unnoticed until it's a full infestation

again.

A licensed crew following the research-backed IPM process addresses all three. That is the

difference between a property that looks clear for one season and a property that stays clear.

What You Can Do Yourself

Small patches of blackberry (under 50 square feet, not deeply established) can sometimes be

managed with consistent effort. Cut canes to ground level, dig out as much of the root crown as you

can access, and watch for regrowth every two weeks through the growing season. Pull or cut new

shoots as soon as they appear. This won't eradicate the root system, but repeated removal can

exhaust the plant's energy reserves over two to three growing seasons.

For anything larger, established for multiple years, or intertwined with other vegetation you want to

keep, DIY removal becomes impractical. The root system is too extensive, the treatment timing is too

precise, and in Oregon, certain herbicide applications require an ODA (Oregon Department of

Agriculture) licensed pesticide applicator. This is not a restriction you can work around. It is a legal

requirement.

When to Call a Professional

If the blackberry patch has been established for two or more years, covers a large area, is growing on

a slope or near structures, or is intertwined with plants you want to keep, professional eradication is

the practical path. The cost of a professional treatment is almost always less than the cumulative cost

of repeated DIY attempts over several years, both in money spent on tools and products and in time

spent on work that doesn't hold.
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Seasonal Timing: When Each Step Matters Most
Blackberry eradication is not a year-round activity. Each step in the process has a specific window

when it works best. Missing that window usually means waiting another full season before trying

again.

Season What's Happening What to Do

Late spring
(May/June)

Blackberry canes are growing fast.
New infestations become visible.

Best time for mechanical removal.
Clear canes, expose root crowns.

Early summer
(June/July)

Regrowth appears after cutting.
Shoots reach 12 to 18 inches.

Treatment window opens. Apply
herbicide to actively growing shoots.

Late summer
(August)

Plant is at peak growth.
Fruit production and seed dispersal.

Continue monitoring treated areas.
Additional spot treatment if needed.

Fall
(September/October)

Plant pulls nutrients down to
roots for winter dormancy.

Final eradication treatment.
Herbicide carried deep into root
system by the plant's own biology.

Winter
(November to March)

Dormant period. No active growth
above ground.

Planning and assessment. Good
time to schedule spring removal.

Following spring Any surviving root fragments
attempt to send up new growth.

Monitoring period. Catch and
re-treat early regrowth under
the guarantee.

This seasonal cycle is why timing matters as much as method. A property cleared in May and treated

through October has the best chance of full eradication by the following spring. Starting late in the

season is still possible, but may extend the monitoring period into a second year.

Blackberries are not the only invasive plant that follows a seasonal pattern. Poison oak, poison

hemlock, and other invasive species each have their own optimal treatment windows. A licensed

eradication crew plans around these windows rather than treating everything the same way at the

same time.

Planning Around Your Schedule

Because timing drives results more than any other factor, scheduling early in a season matters.

Booking mechanical removal in late spring keeps the full process on track for fall treatment the same

year. Booking later in summer is still workable, it just shifts the fall window closer and may push final

confirmation into next spring.

This is also why an early property assessment, even before committing to treatment, is worth doing. It

gives an accurate read on the infestation and a realistic timeline.
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Ready to Get Started

Ready to see what this looks like on your property?

Contact Noosh Stump Removal & Landscape Restoration

to schedule a property assessment.

Call or Text: (971) 518-3804

stumpspecialist.com
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